THE PAST AND THE GREAT STATE

technicalities and systematised facts upon -which
to base an estimate. The point was raised a quarter
of a century ago by Morris in his News from Nowhere,
and indeed it was already discussed by More in his
Utopia. Our contemporary economics is, however,
still a foolish, pretentious pseudo-science, a fester-
ing mass of assumptions about buying and selling and
wages-paying, and one would as soon consult Bradshaw
or the works of Dumas as our orthodox professors of
Economics for any light upon this fundamental matter.
Moreover, we believe that there is a real dispo-
sition to work in human beings, and that in a well-
equipped community, in which no one was under an
unavoidable urgency to work, the greater proportion
of productive operations could be made sufficiently
attractive to make them desirable occupations. As
for the irreducible residue of undesirable toil, I owe
to my friend the late Professor William James this
suggestion of a general conscription and a period of
public service for every one, a suggestion which
greatly occupied his thoughts during the last*years
of his life. He was profoundly convinced of the
high educational and disciplinary value of universal
compulsory military service, and of the need of
something more than a sentimental ideal of duty in
public life. He would have had the whole popula-
tion taught in the schools and prepared for this
year (or whatever period it had to be) of patient,
and heroic labour, the men for the mines, the fish-
eries, the sanitary services, railway routine, the
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